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Article Review and Critique
Introduction
The probability of veterans diagnosed with dementia increasing in the aging population has been found to go high. This is worrying since the disease is one of the most expensive in terms of treatment. For instance, Alzheimer’s cost is estimated at about $100 billion per annum.   This paper, therefore, provides a review and critique on the research concerning dementia prevalence amongst Veterans Affairs Medical Care system users.
Article Review
a.) Findings
The overall prevalence by age reveals that 2.4 million veterans between 65 years and above were seen in the Veteran Affairs (VA) between 1996 and 2001. There is an overestimation in the prevalence of this disease in all the racial groups. Caveat prevalence was estimated about 50% higher in blacks than in whites for instance. Alzheimer is the most common dementia with about 44.6% in comparison to other types of dementia. Veterans with dementia have a high probability in utilizing inpatient services with over half of them having a hospital stay compared to around 20% of other patients.
b.) Conclusions
Dementia’s increasing condition is now a burden to the healthcare system which through a consideration both outside VA and within. The costs of the same disease are high and are projected to increase in future which therefore calls for improved approaches to finding a solution to the disease as vital. Further research is therefore relevant to help in diagnosis and confirmation that the African-American prevalence results are accurate. This isorder to improve screening as well as project the possible costs that are to be incurred in future in compacting the disease.
c.) Variables
Prevalence of the selected dementia varies with respect to variables such as VISNs, geographical locations and ethnic orientations. Prevalence was depended on VISNs with a range of around 5.8 to 9.4%.  VISNs 5,6,7,9 and 16 heard the highest prevalence. This also is dependent on the geographical areas with the most contagious areas including North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Alabama. Substantial variation was also common among patients with different racial orientations to the whites especially African-Americans. Other variables on which prevalence depended on are medicine and psychiatry visits which varied proportionally with prevalence. However, prevalence was independent of the readmission to Veteran Affairs systems.
Article Critique
The research findings on dementia prevalence as per racial difference is consistent with findings of other authors which makes it credible. In all the cases, dementia is common among African- American patients which then makes the topic choice for this research relevant and consistent with the findings. Furthermore, the prevalence agrees when men of different races are also compared. Prevalence in races other than the white or African-American was revealed to be having consistency except for a slight variation when looking at VISNs. However, the variation is acceptable since the ethnic composition for those other populations might have a lot of geographical differences. This is, therefore, a strength in the author's paper.
The research, however, reveals some weaknesses and bias which ought not to be ignored. The study notes that the prevalence statistics are not the true estimates and is higher than the true value. The reason given is the absence of the data for about 14% the patients in the 65 and above age bracket.   The reason given for this is a high level of inpatient services utilization by dementia patients which possibly leads to lack of stored data. This is bias since overutilization of such services should be used as a good platform to want to keep the data for future research. These are therefore weaknesses and bias present in the authors’ paper.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the prevalence of dementia among Veterans Affairs medical care system users is indeed an area of great concern. The data reveals a high prevalence in African-American populations compared to the white counterparts. The main research strength lies in the consistency of the data with other findings in publications. However, a few limitations are present. The study is on an all-veteran male population which makes it a bias to generalize the result on the whole US population.
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